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We are closer to establishing an 1890 Consortium.  On behalf of the ARD I extend our appre-

ciation to North Carolina A&T State University (Drs. William Randle and Shirley Hymon-

Parker) for assisting us in hosting the start of the proposal writings at a workshop in Greens-

boro, NC.  On March 12th, at 1:30 PM the meeting will start.  So far we have between 90 and 

100 participants who are expected to attend.  This large group will convene at the host hotel 

before participating in respective breakout groups.  The breakout groups will continue meet-

ing and drafting proposals all day on the 13th and we will meet together on the 14th to report 

back on progress or other things the groups may want to share.  You will receive further in-

formation as soon as the hotel system is ready to accept reservations for the rooming block.   

I would also like to update you more on some NIFA information recently shared with the 

1890 community.  Facilities:  The Facilities program RFA will be released in mid February.  

There will be no significant changes in the RFA.  Up to 10% of your funds can be spent on 

Emergency Acquisitions without pre-approval from NIFA , but this spending must be re-

ported within 90 days.  Since this type of spending is rarely taken advantage of, it is being 

questioned in terms of value and desirability.  Should this provision be kept?    Additionally, 

NIFA hopes that the 1890s are utilizing the facilities funding to build capacity in new priority 

areas, i.e. bioenergy, climate change.  This program is an excellent means of upgrading 

equipment and facilities that will strengthen our capacities for addressing the national priority 

issues for USDA and our stakeholders.  Additional points:  You can change objectives of 

your 5 year plans for Facilities Grant funding.  Equipment that cost $5000 or more is classi-

fied as such.  Equipment that cost less than $5000 is classified as supplies unless you can 

provide documentation that your campus has a different monetary definition of equipment 

versus supplies.  No maintenance contracts are allowed as funding requests in your proposals. 

As  you know the current goal for release of the Capacity Building Grant RFA is February 8, 

2012.  This release date was delayed like other NIFA programs.  The reason for the tardiness 

of the RFA release is common this year because of the multilevel of approvals to be under-

gone to have $900,000 taken from the full NIFA allocation to pay for the support of the 

agency’s web based reporting system.  This impacts all of the RFAs, not just ours and so that 

no program is impacted unfairly, it is best to work this out as off-the-top funding.  Addition-

ally we were reminded of the decreased amount of money that will be available for travel for 

NIFA (~50% cuts in their travel budget).  This particularly has adverse effects on review 

panels and program reviews; and procedures for both are being addressed so that these initia-

tives can maintain high standards in spite of the decreased face-to-face activities. 

Please let me know if you have further questions on the information above or if there are 

other issues that the ARD needs to address as an 1890 system. 

Sinerely,  

 

 

Dyremple Marsh, ARD Chair 

                          ARD Updates 

Reminder:  AHS/Caret Meeting 

Orientation for CARET Members and for New Deans (or a re-

fresher for Deans who desire it) will be held 2:00—4:30 PM on Sun-

day, February 26, 2012 at the Key Bridge Marriott Hotel.   

Dear Colleagues: 



 

       ARD UPDATES 
The 2013 Biennial Research Symposium 
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We’re all set!!!! 

   April 6, 2013—travel day 

   April 7th –student presentations 

   April 8th—student awards luncheon 

   April 9th –closing awards banquet 

   April 10th—travel day 

LOCATION: Hyatt Regency  

Jacksonville-Riverfront  

Jacksonville Florida 

The theme of the 2013 Symposium is  

1890 Research: Sowing Seeds of Change for 

the Global Community 

The focus Areas for oral and poster presentations are as follows: 

 Plant Health and Production and Plant Products 

 Animal Health and Production and Animal Products 

 Food Safety, Nutrition and Health 

 Renewable Energy, Natural Resources, and Environment 

 Family, Youth, Community and Economic Development 

Please begin working on presentations in the above areas.  Deadlines and submission instructions will be 

posted at the www.umes.edu/ard website within the next few weeks.   

 Meeting Reminders/Notices 

USDA/1890 Task Force Meeting hosted by Ken-

tucky State University in Frankfort, KY—

February 14—15, 2012 

 

AHS/CARET at Washington, DC Keybridge 

Marriott Hotel  - February 26—29, 2012 

 

Consortium Planning Meeting hosted by NC 

A&T State University in Greensboro, NC—

March 12-14, 2012 

 

USDA Workshop for 1890 Universities at the 

Crowne Plaza Airport Hotel in Jacksonville, 

FL— March 26—27, 2012 

 

AEA Conference in Memphis—June 24—28, ‘12 

 

ARD Summer Meeting —TBD 

Lincoln University– Engaged in a 
Unique International Initiative  

Lincoln University is currently involved in imple-
menting a project for the US Library of Congress for 
the training of five Judges from Croatia, in order to 
acquaint these leaders about the broader aspects of 
our US Legal System at the Federal, State and various 
local levels.  The intent of the training is to prepare 
them to return to Croatia with a comprehensive pic-
ture of our total Judicial System and to comprehend 
how it relates and operates for the dispensation of 
Justice in this country.  To implement this project, 
Lincoln University faculty will closely collaborate 
with a Federal Judge, Judge Nanette Laughrey.  
Judge Laughrey recently has been to Croatia as part 
of a US legal delegation so as to become knowledge-
a b l e  a b ou t  C ro a t i a ’ s  L e g a l  S y s t e m .                                                       


